Unilateral enucleation alters vasoactive intestinal polypeptide-like immunoreactivity in the suprachiasmatic nucleus of the rat.
Adult Sprague-Dawley rats were unilaterally enucleated under deep anesthesia and sacrificed 3-11 months post-operatively. The brains were removed and the suprachiasmatic nuclei were evaluated for vasoactive intestinal polypeptide (VIP)-like immunoreactivity. Our data show that expression of VIP is reduced in the nucleus that is deprived of retinal input.